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SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Seapower authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on March 29, 
2006, at 3:30 p.m., in open session to re-
ceive testimony on Navy/Marine Corps 
Force structure and future capabilities 
in review of the Defense Authorization 
request for Fiscal Year 2007 and the fu-
ture years Defense Program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES 
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Strategic Forces be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
March 29, at 2:30 p.m., in open session 
to receive testimony on global strike 
plans and programs in review of the de-
fense authorization request for fiscal 
year 2007. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TECHNOLOGY, INNOVATION, 
AND COMPETITIVENESS 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Technology, Innovation, and Com-
petitiveness be authorized to meet on 
Wednesday, March 29, 2006, at 10 a.m., 
on Importance of Basic Research to 
U.S. Competitiveness. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that George Ward, 
who is serving on my staff for the 
course of this immigration debate, be 
granted floor privileges for the full 
course of the debate on S. 2454, Senator 
FRIST’s border security bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that a fellow on my 
staff, Marc Rosenblum, be admitted to 
the Senate floor for the remainder of 
the debate on the immigration legisla-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that Chris Liddell- 
Westefeld of my staff be granted the 
privilege of the floor for the duration 
of today’s session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I ask unanimous con-
sent the privilege of the floor be grant-
ed to Rebecca Kelly of my staff. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXPRESSING GRATITUDE AND AP-
PRECIATION TO THE MEN AND 
WOMEN OF THE ARMED FORCES 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Armed 
Services Committee be discharged from 
further consideration of and the Senate 
now proceed to S. Res. 385. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 385) expressing grati-

tude and appreciation to the men and women 
of the Armed Forces who serve as military 
recruiters, commending their selfless service 
in recruiting young men and women to serve 
in the United States military, particularly 
in support of the global war on terrorism. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 385) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 385 

Whereas the Armed Forces are an all vol-
unteer force, which makes recruiting the 
necessary number of volunteers for each in-
dividual service a challenging task; 

Whereas the military recruiters have en-
abled the individual branches of the Armed 
Forces to meet the demands of the modern 
battlefield through the enlistment of quality 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, and Marines; 

Whereas military recruiters work long 
strenuous hours, in rural and urban areas of 
the country, and away from the traditional 
military support systems; 

Whereas military recruiters, like many of 
their deployed colleagues, have forfeited and 
sacrificed time with their families and 
placed their mission above all else; 

Whereas military recruiters support the 
global war on terrorism by filling our Na-
tion’s military ranks with qualified per-
sonnel needed to combat and eradicate ter-
rorists through military power; 

Whereas, in the past fiscal year, military 
recruiters provided the Nation with more 
than 200,000 new active duty, reserve, officer, 
and enlisted accessions; 

Whereas military recruiters have provided 
young men and women across the Nation the 
opportunity to further their education 
through the use of congressionally mandated 
incentives such as the Montgomery GI Bill, 
and various college loan repayment pro-
grams, thereby allowing returning veterans 
greater opportunity to achieve their full po-
tential as successful members of society; 

Whereas military recruiters are the face 
and voice of the Armed Forces in commu-
nities in every State across the Nation, as 
well as Puerto Rico, Europe, Korea, and 
Guam; 

Whereas military recruiters develop close 
working relationships with families, schools, 
business professionals, and numerous civic 
organizations; and 

Whereas military recruiters are an essen-
tial element of the Department of Defense 
and play a key role in the security of our Na-
tion: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) commends the men and women of our 

Armed Forces who serve as military recruit-
ers for their service to our country and their 
dedicated, professional, and noteworthy per-
formance of duty during difficult times of 
sustained combat and the global war on ter-
rorism; and 

(2) reaffirms its commitment to supporting 
all aspects of the recruiting services of the 

Armed Forces, by providing sufficient legis-
lative support and incentives in order that 
recruiters may continue to meet and exceed 
the personnel requirements of the Armed 
Forces. 

f 

COMMENDING THE VIRGINIA WES-
LEYAN COLLEGE MARLINS 
MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
413, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 413) commending the 

Virginia Wesleyan College Marlins men’s 
basketball team for winning the 2006 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association Divi-
sion III National Basketball Championship. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 413) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 413 

Whereas the students, alumni, faculty, and 
supporters of Virginia Wesleyan College are 
to be congratulated for their commitment to 
and pride in the Virginia Wesleyan Marlins 
National Champion men’s basketball team; 

Whereas the National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA) championship game 
against the Wittenberg University Tigers 
concluded a 28 game winning streak for the 
Virginia Wesleyan Marlins, the longest in 
the nation, resulting in an impressive record 
of 30–3; 

Whereas the Virginia Wesleyan Marlins 
won the 2005 NCAA Division III National 
Basketball Championship with an out-
standing second half when junior forward 
Brandon Adair made two free throws to tie 
the game at 56 with 49 seconds to play, al-
lowing sophomore guard Ton Ton Balenga to 
score the final points with less than three 
seconds to play, giving Virginia Wesleyan 
the 59–56 victory; 

Whereas the Virginia Wesleyan Marlins 
added the Division III title to consecutive 
Old Dominion Athletic Conference titles; 

Whereas every player on the Virginia Wes-
leyan basketball team—Ken Cizek, D’Juan 
Tucker, Thomas Sumpter, Tory Green, 
Terrell Dixon, Marques Fitch, Ari’ Paschal, 
Ton Ton Balenga, Brandon Adair, Rodney 
Young, Tyler Fantin, Devven Miller, Norman 
Hassell, Matt Towell, Zac Green, Travis 
Klink, and Marcus Riley—contributed to the 
team’s success in this impressive champion-
ship season; 

Whereas the Marlins outstanding, creative 
and motivational basketball Head Coach 
David Macedo was named the 2006 
D3hoops.com Coach of the Year, and has had 
a successful six year tenure as Virginia 
Wesleyan’s head coach, with a record of 124– 
45; 

Whereas Assistant Coaches David Doino 
and Brad Dunleavy deserve high commenda-
tion for their strong leadership of, and su-
perb coaching support to, the Virginia Wes-
leyan College Marlins men’s basketball 
team: Now, therefore, be it 
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Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the Virginia Wesleyan 

College Marlins men’s basketball team for 
winning the 2006 National Collegiate Ath-
letic Association Division III, National 
Championship; 

(2) recognizes the achievements of Head 
coach David Macedo, Assistant Coaches 
David Doino and Brad Dunleavy, and all the 
team’s players; and 

(3) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
to David Macedo, Head Coach of the National 
Champion Virginia Wesleyan College Marlins 
and a copy to the Virginia Wesleyan Presi-
dent William T. Greer, Jr. 

f 

COUNTRY: A CELEBRATION OF 
AMERICA’S MUSIC 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
414, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 414) celebrating the 

musical and cultural heritage of country 
music and recognizing the ‘‘Country: A Cele-
bration of America’s Music’’ festival at the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 414) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 414 

Whereas country music is an essential ele-
ment of the musical and cultural heritage of 
the United States, and helps promote an un-
derstanding and appreciation of the cultural 
achievements of the Nation; 

Whereas country music is a medium with 
the power to entertain, connect, and commu-
nicate, and embodies the spirit and the lives 
of Americans with diverse backgrounds; 

Whereas the diversity of country music 
provides a valuable form of artistic expres-
sion and embraces musical traditions includ-
ing folk, bluegrass, gospel, honky-tonk, and 
rock and roll; 

Whereas the popularity and notoriety of 
country music have had a unique effect on 
the commercial development of Nashville, 
Tennessee, commonly known as ‘‘Music City, 
U.S.A.’’; 

Whereas the Country Music Hall of Fame 
and Museum, located in Nashville, is dedi-
cated to— 

(1) identifying and preserving the evolving 
history and traditions of country music; and 

(2) educating audiences throughout the 
world about that rich musical tradition; 

Whereas the John F. Kennedy Center for 
the Performing Arts, the Country Music Hall 
of Fame and Museum, and other contributors 
to the ‘‘Country: A Celebration of America’s 
Music’’ festival, should be commended for 
celebrating country music and engaging in a 
serious curatorial investigation into a form 
of artistic expression that is unique to the 
United States; 

Whereas the ‘‘Country: A Celebration of 
America’s Music’’ festival will— 

(1) highlight accomplished singers, musi-
cians, and songwriters of the country music 
genre; 

(2) celebrate the traditional roots and geo-
graphical reach of country music; 

(3) explore the regional and stylistic vari-
ations of country music; and 

(4) honor the creators, audiences, and val-
ues of country music; and 

Whereas additional efforts to recognize the 
role of folk-based and indigenous arts of the 
United States should be encouraged: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) celebrates the musical and cultural her-

itage of country music; 
(2) recognizes the ‘‘Country: A Celebration 

of America’s Music’’ festival at the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts; and 

(3) commends the John F. Kennedy Center 
for the Performing Arts and the Country 
Music Hall of Fame and Museum for pro-
moting the artistry and legacy of country 
music. 

f 

FINANCIAL LITERACY MONTH 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that yesterday’s 
action on S. Res. 410 be vitiated, that 
the resolution be agreed to, that the 
technical amendment to the preamble 
which is at the desk be agreed to, and 
that the preamble, as amended, be 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 410) was 
agreed to. 

The amendment (No. 3190) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

On page 2, the first Whereas clause, strike 
‘‘$11,000,000,000’’ and insert 
‘‘$11,000,000,000,000.’’ 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 410 

Whereas the personal savings rate of 
United States citizens in 2005 was negative 
0.5 percent, marking the first time that the 
rate has been negative since the Great De-
pression year of 1933; 

Whereas in 2005, only 42 percent of workers 
or their spouses calculated the amount that 
they needed to save for retirement, down 
from 53 percent in 2000; 

Whereas the 2005 Retirement Confidence 
Survey found that a majority of workers be-
lieve that they are behind schedule on their 
retirement savings and that their debt is a 
problem; 

Whereas during the third quarter of 2005, 
the household debt of United States citizens 
reached $11,000,000,000,000; 

Whereas during the third quarter of 2005, 
individuals serviced their debt with a record 
13.75 percent of after-tax income; 

Whereas nearly 1,600,000 individuals filed 
for bankruptcy in 2004; 

Whereas approximately 75,000,000 individ-
uals remain credit-challenged and unbanked, 
or are not using insured, mainstream finan-
cial institutions; 

Whereas expanding access to the main-
stream financial system will provide individ-
uals with less expensive and more secure op-
tions for managing their finances and build-
ing wealth; 

Whereas a greater understanding of and fa-
miliarity with financial markets and institu-

tions will lead to increased economic activ-
ity and growth; 

Whereas financial literacy empowers indi-
viduals to make wise financial decisions and 
reduces the confusion caused by the increas-
ingly complex economy of the United States; 

Whereas only 26 percent of individuals who 
were between the ages of 13 and 21 reported 
that their parents actively taught them how 
to manage money; 

Whereas the majority of college seniors 
have 4 or more credit cards, and the average 
college senior carries a balance of $3,000; 

Whereas 1 in every 10 college students has 
more than $7,000 of debt; 

Whereas many college students pay more 
in interest on their credit cards than on 
their student loans; 

Whereas a 2004 Survey of States by the Na-
tional Council on Economic Education found 
that 49 States include the subject of econom-
ics in their elementary and secondary edu-
cation standards, and 38 States include per-
sonal finance, up from 48 and 31 States, re-
spectively, in 2002; 

Whereas a 2004 study by the JumpStart Co-
alition for Personal Financial Literacy 
found that high school seniors scored higher 
than their previous class on an exam about 
credit cards, retirement funds, insurance, 
and other personal finance basics for the 
first time since 1997; 

Whereas, in spite of the improvement in 
test scores, 65 percent of all participating 
students still failed the exam; 

Whereas individuals develop personal fi-
nancial management skills and lifelong hab-
its during their childhood; 

Whereas personal financial education is es-
sential to ensure that individuals are pre-
pared to manage money, credit, and debt, 
and become responsible workers, heads of 
households, investors, entrepreneurs, busi-
ness leaders, and citizens; 

Whereas Congress found it important to 
coordinate Federal financial literacy efforts 
and formulate a national strategy; and 

Whereas, in light of that finding, Congress 
established the Financial Literacy and Edu-
cation Commission in 2003 and designated 
the Office of Financial Education of the De-
partment of the Treasury to provide support 
for the Commission: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2006 as ‘‘Financial Lit-

eracy Month’’ to raise public awareness 
about— 

(A) the importance of financial education 
in the United States; and 

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the citizens of the 
United States to observe the month with ap-
propriate programs and activities. 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise 
today, as in years past, to submit a res-
olution to designate April as Financial 
Literacy Month. I thank my cospon-
sors, Senators SARBANES, COCHRAN, 
LAUTENBERG, KOHL, STABENOW, TAL-
ENT, LINCOLN, CRAPO, JOHNSON, DODD, 
MARTINEZ, DURBIN, INOUYE, DEMINT, 
BAUCUS, FEINSTEIN, COLEMAN, and 
ALLEN. I am pleased to once again 
work with colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle to promote financial and eco-
nomic literacy for people of all ages all 
across America. This resolution high-
lights the need to combat financial and 
economic illiteracy in our homes, 
schools, workplaces, and communities, 
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